CHAPTER    XI
ISOLATION AND INTERVENTION
1898
MR. GLADSTONE, who had borne a painful illness with great
fortitude, died on May 19 of this year. Never in the history
of the country was there a greater or more spontaneous tribute to a
public man than during the days which followed when his body
lay in state in Westminster Hall, and was buried in the presence of a
great company of mourners in "Westminster Abbey. Controversy
was forgotten, and the leaders of all parties joined in the eulogies
pronounced in the two Houses of Parliament. Salisbury spoke of
him as " a great example, of which history hardly furnished a parallel,
of a great Christian man " ; Balfour described him as " the greatest
member of the greatest deliberative assembly that the world had yet
seen," one " who brought to its debates a genius which compelled
attention and who raised in the public estimation the whole level of
its proceedings." They would never again, he said, " have in that
assembly any man who could reproduce what Mr. Gladstone wras to
his contemporaries, or show to those who never heard him how much
they had lost."
This uniqueness of Mr. Gladstone is what still dwells in the memory
of those who saw him face to face and heard his voice. His personality
in these years was something apart from his policy. He excited great
passions and animosities, suffered heavy reverses in policy both at
home and abroad, but the interest in him was inexhaustible and the
enthusiasm of his supporters always rose a little higher than the
antagonism of his opponents. In their hearts even his opponents
were proud of him. Millions hung on his lips, read every word of
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